Monitoring Recycling

Bottles and cans made of plastic, metal or glass can be recycled in special designated containers.  Use the following information to maintain a successful festival recycling program:

A RECYCLING BIN MUST ALWAYS BE NEXT TO A TRASH Receptacle.  Otherwise people will put trash in a recycling bin, causing problems for the recycling process.

The top of the bin should have recycling instructions on it.  Signs at points of purchase and other visible areas are helpful.

When bins are more than half-full, remove bags of recyclables, put in a new liner bag and take recyclables to the storage location.

Check the contents of the bins for problems and use the problem-solving instructions below.  
Problems and How to Fix Them

Problem:  Trash in recycling bins – people should not put disposable cups, plates, napkins or other food waste in recycling bins.  A little bit is ok.  Solutions:  1) Move the bin – it may be in a location where people have trash but not many things to recycle.  It is bad to have a recycling bin near a corn-on-the-cob stand or a tent where only drinks in non-recyclable cups are sold.  This problem will occur if a bin is not next to a trash barrel.  2) Make sure trash barrels aren’t full – when the trash is full, people may put trash in a recycling bin.  Arrange for the trash to be emptied more frequently, bring an extra trash barrel to that location or move the recycling bin to a location next to an emptier trash barrel.

(over)

Problem:  Recyclables in the trash – Because there aren’t recycling bins everywhere, some recyclables will be thrown away in trash barrels.  A small amount is acceptable.  If you notice a place with many recyclables in the trash (almost half the contents or more), take action to solve the problem.  Solutions:  1) Move a recycling bin close to the trash barrel that contains many recyclables.  2) If a recycling bin is already nearby, ensure that the instructions sign is in place.

Problem:  A recycling bin fills too quickly and may be overflowing when you come to empty it.  Solution:  Bring a second recycling bin to the area.

Problem:  A recycling bin is usually empty.  Solution:  Try a better location, where people may pass as they leave or near a vendor that sells things in recyclable containers.  

If you have any questions, call __________________ 

Thank You!

